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This paper is a very tentative exploration of what happens you analyse texts as
vocabulary networks. It has become fairly commonplace to analyse individual words as a
network - for example, it is relatively easy to analyse word association "networks" in this
way. However, apart from some work by Hoey which examines deictic networks in texts,
there doesn't seem to be any network analysis of continuous text.

The paper will illustrate how you can use network mapping software to examine texts as
networks. It will also speculate about the implications of some surprising features of
networks of this sort.
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